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"Objectives (of the national park — H.Y): to provide lasting, legally binding protection for
the historic district and its landmarks. Preserve the area’s aura of historical
timelessness, its unique scenery, skyline, tranquility, to preserve the image of Jerusalem
as so many people have dreamt of it. To develop the area and provide tourist amenities
for millions of visitors without destroying the area’s unique character"’
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Aryeh Dvir, "Planning the National Park around the Walls of Jerusalem", in Planning and Conservirg !
Jerusalem, 1973-2003, the challenge of an ancient city, Bar, Doron, and Meiron, Eyal (eds.), Yad
Yitzhak Ben Zvi, Jerusalem, 2009, P. 47
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"One of the main objectives of the plan was to preserve as much open space as possible;
this meant that new buildings had to be kept to a minimum and that tourist services
had to be housed in existing structures...we naturally wanted to exhibit the old city
walls and gates in their entire splendor. To achieve this we applied the 4 following
principles: The old city wall would dictate the scale of the structures in its vicinity; this
meant avoiding high-rise buildings... massive retaining walls, in short any elements
that would dwarf the walls"?
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"Also_regrets the decision of the Jerusalem District Planning and Building
Committee, that approved the construction of a visitor centre on the Givati
Parking lot in Silwan at a distance of twenty meters from the Walls of the Old City
as well as .... and further urges Israel to renounce to the above mentioned
projects in conformity with its obligations under the Hague Convention for the
Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 1954 and its
related protocols and the Convention for the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage of 1972;"
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"Modern planning proposals have treated these area with great care to protect them

from over exploitation, uncontrolled construction of buildings and roads, and

unwanted changes in view"’.
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